Are you aware
of cuckooing?

What is cuckooing?

Cuckooing is a process where people target
the homes of vulnerable adults, resulting in
.them losing control of their property. They may
use the property for any criminal purpose,
including drug dealing, sexual crimes and
storing weapons.

The vulnerable adult can be exploited and
coerced to participate in criminal acts. Young
people vulnerable to criminal exploitation can
also be associated with these properties.

Cuckooed residents may be victims of crime
and the Council, in partnership with the Police,
will also provide support to the Cuckooed
resident to get the help they need.

We can also take steps to prevent people
entering addresses which are being used for
Cuckooing using formal enforcement action.

This can also help to deter any criminal
activity or anti-social behaviour, which have
a detrimental effect on the wider community
and can make local residents’ lives a misery.
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What do we need from you?

We need members of the community to be
aware and look out for their naighbours
who may be vulnarabla Those whose
homes are most vulnerable include aldar
people, those with mental health
challenges, drug Lsers or those living on
low incoma. Pleasa raport to Police ortha
Gouncil if you think the activity at a
viulnerable \person':a address is suspicious.

The signs of potential drug dealing are:

= Lots of visitors, wha dan't sty very
long, arriving at all tirries of the day
and night

= People waiting in c4rs outside
particular propzrties exrhanglng small
packets or cashi

= Lots of yisitors bringing items sucl as
TVs or bikes biit lzaving emply handad

= Lonefvulnerable neighbours suddenly
naving groups of people living at thei
address

- Possiblalincraass inanti-sogial
behayioir

« Increasing litter outside
- Signs of drugs use
What to do if you have concerns?

The best advice Isto frust your instincts.

Even if someoneisa't being cuckooped, they

may beexploited in some other Wway, so t's
dlways worth reporhing.

If you have suspicions, let us know:
- Time, date and place

- Mehicle registrations and the make,
model and colour

«  Descriptions of people and details of
what they were doing

»  Direction they were travelling to and
from

»  How many-times you have seen them
~/Is it always at the same time of day?

Bon't put yourself at risk. Please always
pass the infarmation to the Police or
Sounail and do not confront of approach
suspeacted drug dealers.

¥au can raport:
Ghnline
httpsiwaw . met.police .uk

»  Dialling 101 (or 2429 in an emergency or
if.a.crime is in progress)

Anonymously to Crimestappers on
0800 556 1111
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