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Public Protection Partnership Reminds Businesses of Upcoming Changes to Vaping and Nicotine Product Laws

The Public Protection Partnership (PPP) is reminding businesses across Bracknell Forest, West Berkshire and Wokingham of significant changes to the law affecting the sale of vaping and nicotine products, which come into force during October 2026.

The changes, introduced under the Tobacco and Vapes Act, aim to reduce youth access to vaping and nicotine products and strengthen existing protections for children and young people. 

Key changes from 29 October 2026
From 29 October 2026:
•	The minimum age of sale for all vaping and nicotine products will be 18.
•	The restrictions will apply to all vaping products, including zero-nicotine vapes.
•	Nicotine pouches and other consumer nicotine products will become age-restricted products.
•	It will become an offence for an adult to purchase or attempt to purchase vaping or nicotine products on behalf of someone under 18.
•	Vending machine sales of vaping and nicotine products will be prohibited.
•	Free distribution and certain promotional discounting of vaping and nicotine products will be prohibited.

What businesses should do now
The PPP is encouraging retailers to prepare for these changes by:
•	Reviewing age-verification procedures and Challenge 25 policies.
•	Refresher training for staff responsible for age-restricted sales.
•	Reviewing promotional activity involving vaping and nicotine products.
•	Ensuring internal policies and procedures reflect the new legal requirements. 

Vaping Products Duty
Businesses should also note that a new Vaping Products Duty came into effect on 1 October 2026. Retailers and wholesalers involved in the supply chain should ensure they are familiar with HMRC requirements and guidance. 

The Chairman of the Joint Public Protection Committee, Councillor Iskandar Jefferies said "These changes represent one of the most significant updates to the regulation of vaping and nicotine products in recent years. We want businesses across Bracknell Forest, West Berkshire and Wokingham to be aware of the new requirements and take steps now to ensure they are ready. Robust age-verification procedures and effective staff training will play a key role in supporting compliance and protecting young people."

For local business advice, contact the Public Protection Partnership Trading Standards Team on TSAdvice@westberks.gov.uk


Notes:

The Public Protection Partnership (PPP) is a shared service delivering Environmental Health, Licensing and Trading Standards to people and businesses on behalf of Bracknell Forest Council, and West Berkshire Council.  

PPP work jointly with Wokingham Borough Council to provide a Trading Standards, Financial Investigation and Case Management Service across the three authority areas. 

These services encompass a wide range of areas of responsibility from environmental protection to fair trading, food safety to animal health, housing standards to taxi licensing, and more.

Website:    www.publicprotectionpartnership.org.uk
Facebook: @PublicProtectionPartnershipUK

Further Information
Government guidance for retailers is available here:
Selling vaping and nicotine products - GOV.UK

Information regarding Vaping Products Duty is available here:
Introduction of Vaping Products Duty from 1 October 2026 - GOV.UK
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