From: The Brixton Project <vcspartnership@thebrixtonproject.com>
Sent: Friday, May 01, 2026 09:29
To: 
Subject: What's going on in Lambeth's VCS this month? 

VCS Opportunities, NEW VCS Directory for Lambeth, Spotlights, VCS Events, news and more
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			Welcome to the second edition of Lambeth’s VCS Voice, the monthly newsletter for voluntary and community sector organisations across Lambeth.

Every month this newsletter will bring you news on interesting projects and people from beyond Lambeth, and spotlights on people and organisations doing great work on our doorstep.

Email vcspartnership@thebrixtonproject.com and we'll spread the word through this newsletter, our Instagram and our WhatsApp. Events, workshops, news - all are welcome.
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			VCS Networking Event - come and welcome the new VCS leadership circle!
9am-10am on Thursday the 7th of May, 2026

After a call for nominations in February, 14 representatives from organisations of all sizes have been invited to join the first VCS Leadership Circle. Members will represent the breadth of the VCS, feeding the sector's needs and aspirations into strategy and decision-making spaces across Lambeth. Ensuring the voice of the sector is a key consideration in decision making.

For Lambeth, this is the first group of its kind who will work together to guide priorities and amplify our collective voice with key stakeholders. Our launch breakfast will be a chance to meet and get to know them and to hear about the leadership and advocacy programme and how to get involved. Please register so we are aware of numbers.







		Register here




		




			VCS Ecosystem directory

We're building Lambeth's new digital VCS directory on OnePlanet, a systems-mapping platform that helps organisations spot shared goals, find new collaborators, and become visible to funders and decision-makers.

The first iteration of the VCS Ecosystem is now live on our website and this newsletter is the only place we have shared it with so far! Check it out here - feedback is more than welcome.

We're continuing to onboard organisations to grow the map. The more that are on there, the more useful it is for everyone, so please do add yours now if you haven't already.







		Join here




		




			Keep up to date

We've launched a dedicated Instagram for our Leadership and Advocacy work to showcase and share your work, projects, and annoucements. Find us at @brixtonprojectvcs for sector news, event updates and all things VCS in Lambeth.

We also have a WhatsApp community for updates between newsletters. It won't be spammed; only verified news, events and opportunities from across the VCS will be shared there.

Click the buttons below to join our different socials or find it all through our Linktree!
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			This section is yours!! Please send us your events, workshops, opportunities, jobs and news and we'll share them here and across our channels. Email vcspartnership@thebrixtonproject.com.

Grants - Lambeth Community Research Network
Closes 18 May 2026

The Lambeth Community Research Network is offering grants of up to £2,000 for 3–5 Lambeth voluntary and community organisations to deliver small-scale, community-led research projects. Free research training, one-to-one support and guidance on ethical approval are also available to all interested organisations.
Find out more

Youth Practitioner Support and Learning
Marcus Lipton Youth Centre | Every last Monday of the month

A free monthly reflective space for people working with children and young people aged 3–25 - including youth workers, social workers, mentors, psychologists and education staff. A chance to reflect on difficult work without performance pressure, learn with peers and strengthen professional resilience.

Every last Monday of the month, 6.30–8.30pm at Marcus Lipton Youth Centre, Minet Road, London SW9 7UH. Places are free but registration is essential. Contact via WhatsApp: Clare +44 7944 562747 or Mpume +44 7597 187527.

Funding - Lambeth VCSE Partnership Awards
South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust | Closes 18 May 2026

SLaM is inviting grassroots and community-led VCSE organisations to apply for the Lambeth VCSE Partnership Awards. Grants of £5,000, £10,000, £15,000, £20,000 or £24,999 are available for a 24-month delivery period.

Funding supports activities that promote mental health and wellbeing, reduce isolation and build community connection. Eligible activities include creative arts, peer support groups, faith-informed wellbeing sessions, movement and dance, gardening, community meals and skills workshops.

Applications are particularly welcomed from Black-led organisations, Global Majority-led groups and organisations offering culturally specific or faith-informed wellbeing support.
Apply here

Free Training for VCSE Organisations
Lambeth Community Hubs Network

Lambeth Hubs offers a wide range of free training for Lambeth-based VCS organisations throughout the year, run for and informed by the needs of the sector. Visit their website for the full calendar of upcoming events and workshops.
View the training calendar


CS Drop-In Sessions - Lambeth Council
The Civic Centre | Every Thursday, 1–4pm

Lambeth VCS organisations are warmly invited to weekly drop-in sessions at the Civic Centre. These informal, face-to-face sessions are an opportunity to bring along any questions, ideas or challenges and talk them through in a supportive environment.

No appointment needed - just drop in, or contact rdavis1@lambeth.gov.uk if you'd prefer a fixed time.


VCS Network Event - Lambeth Council
The Foundry | Thursday 4 June, 10am–12pm

Lambeth VCS organisations are invited to join the next VCS Network Event at The Foundry, taking place during National Volunteer Week. This is an opportunity to connect with the wider sector and stay up to date with what's happening across Lambeth, with updates on volunteering, training, support and partnership opportunities, alongside dedicated time to network with local organisations, council officers and cross-sector partners.

Register here. And for questions ahead of the session contact VCS@lambeth.gov.uk
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Each month we shine a light on an organisation or individual doing brilliant work in Lambeth's VCS. This month, we visited Francis from Copef at their location in Loughborough Junction to hear more about their work.

Copef Training Skills sits in a building that once was a police station. Located in Loughborough Junction, today it is a place where communities affected by inequalities come to get housing advice, access food support, find a translator, or simply have a conversation with someone who will actually listen. Its history as a police station was mentioned by Francis who runs the organisation alongside a team of volunteers. He doesn’t labour the symbolism, but it’s hard to miss the relationships of power between those previous tenants and the people Copef support today.

Copef has been serving the Loughborough Junction community since 2012, offering legal advice on housing, immigration and welfare benefits, food bank provision, health inequality support, and a space that functions — perhaps most importantly — as somewhere people feel genuinely welcome. On any given day, between ten and twenty-five people come through the door. Some just need to talk, others have nowhere else to go. The organisation speaks seven languages between its volunteers, turns nobody away, and has quietly become one of those places that people find when they don't know where else to turn.

What makes Copef distinctive is also what makes it precarious. It is entirely volunteer-run, kept alive by small grants and the goodwill of people who use and believe in the space. Francis is candid about what that means in practice: they can't always afford rent upfront, they don't have the capacity for outreach or advertising, so they don't shout about what they do. But they keep the door open, and people still find them, especially now that Centre70 is no longer open.

Earlier this year, Copef held their very first open day since founding, a moment Francis speaks about with real pride. Close to a hundred people came through and the energy in the room left Francis hopeful for a future of the space that he starts sharing with me: balcony community garden, events, people filling the space held with resource and capacity.

Looking ahead, they're focussed on doing more of what they've always done, but with more hands. They're already working with a wide range of local partners — churches, Age UK, the Salvation Army and others, and are in conversation about bringing English classes back to the building with Hightrees. They want to keep growing those connections. If you're a VCS organisation with a project looking for a home, or you're interested in collaborating with an organisation that has genuine, longstanding roots in the community, Francis would love to hear from you. The space is also available to hire for those who are able to contribute something towards the running costs, which is a direct and practical way to help keep the lights on.

As Francis put it: if people don't need someone to speak to, their service isn't needed. Right now, it very much is.

Please email vcspartnership@thebrixtonproject.com to put someone forward for a future spotlight edition.
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			Copyright (C) 2026 Brixton Project. All rights reserved.
Thank you for signing up to hear more about The Brixton Project's 'Voice and Advocacy' offer on behalf of Lambeth Council's VCS support structure.

Our mailing address is:
Brixton Project 3 Space International House 6 Canterbury Crescent, Brixton London, London SW9 7QE United Kingdom

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe
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