
BRIXTON NORTH SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD WARD PANEL MINUTES OF MEETING 22 APRIL 2026 
Marketing Suite, 25 Robsart St, London SW9 OFA

ATTENDEES 
Ward Panel Chair – Diana Linskey; Ward Panel Vice Chair - Michelle Killington; Ward Panel Secretary  - Lilian Kabdebo
Ward Councillor – Nanda Manley-Browne; Lambeth Council – Latifat Akanmu
Safer Neighbourhood Team Officers –Sergeant Gavin Ring; PC Patrick McCarthy, PCSOs: Jack Dowler, PCSO Stephen Bradley, PCSO Isabella Franklin

COMMUNITY GROUPS/Residents
Thames Reach Youth Project – Fran Debella, Saskia Agyemang, Louisa Adom, Kari Ifeanyi
Lambeth Youth Justice – Daryl Castillo
Friends of Max Roach Park – Dina Patel
Brixton Terrace - Samuel Kamara
DARA (Daryell Rd Residents’ Association) – Roberto Cammisola
Notting hill Oak Square – Valentina Ciacco, James Van Werven, Rowan Millet-ling
Malham’s Mews – male resident
Mary Ekenichi

No attendees on line (Teams) – chat monitored by PCSO Steve Bradley. 
In total, approximately 15 residents apart from SNT officers, Panel Chair, vice chair, Secretary and local Councillor attended. 

1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES AND INTRODUCTIONS
Diana welcomed all to the meeting and facilitated a round of introductions.

2. MINUTES AND ACTIONS FROM LAST MEETING
Minutes were approved. 

3. WARD PANEL COMPOSITION
Diana announced Lilian Kabdebo had volunteered and been accepted as Ward Panel secretary, tasked with producing minutes for the quarterly meetings.  

4. SUMMARY REPORT ON PROGRESS OF ACTION POINTS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING – 28/01/26
Agreed Actions
· Nominations for Secretary and further Panel members – completed
· Ladbroke’s, Brixton Road noise/music ASB – completed
· Unit 6 Fairfax House Closure Order until 6 April- report breaches – ongoing
 	(Lambeth council will take responsibility for taking possession)
· Loughborough Estate Fire -procedures did not seem to be in place – ongoing
  	(At LEMBH meeting, police presence requested but not responded to)
· Engagement with young people – two incidents of disturbing behaviour by police – completed
  	(Sgt Gavin Ring engaged; Stop & search workshops now available).
· Written statement of Lambeth’s public health responsibilities requested 28/021/26– no progress
· Complaint route requested for people stopped on a Live Facial Recognition day – completed
	  	(Physical identification to follow facial recognition; normal complaints procedure to be followed 
                             via obtaining a CAD number). 
· List of VAWG Safe Havens in North Brixton requested 28/01/26 – this is the Lambeth website: https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/community-safety-anti-social-behaviour/violence-against-women-girls-vawg/safe-havens-directory. There are no safe havens as yet in Brixton North. The Minet Library and Brixton Recreation Centre are the nearest.

        5. SNT POLICE TEAM PRESENTATION ON ACTIONS DELIVERING JAN TO APRIL 2026 PRIORITIES 
	Presentation by PCSO Jack Dowler who stated no changes in the current team staffing.

Priority 1: Prevent serious violence and knife crime by proactive patrols and youth engagement throughout the ward. (SNT Priority)
Weapons sweeps continue, now in conjunction with FAZ Amnesty, an organisation specialising in working with young people who have engaged with Somerleyton and Angell Town area. Knives can now be deposited in a security bin rather than young people needing to locate a public bin.
3 weapons sweeps in March and April – nothing found.

Priority 2: Reducing and targeting the drug use in and around the BNT2 area (including Oak Square).
Diana reported increased crack taking in Stockwell Rd area which she had raised with the SNT who
were more active in the Ferndale Rd area. She queried times when Oak Square area was patrolled,
stating drug dealing in the locality was prevalent late morning and lunch times.
Jack explained that all hours are covered by SNT team shifts which comprised, respectively, 17, 18, 19 shifts in Jan, Feb, March for approximately 13, 9, 10 hours patrolling, including an increasing number of abstractions : 18, 29, 40. There were 4 ASB visits, a stop and search, an LOS moped seized, meeting and Oak Sq patrols, a CAD incident and 2 VAWG patrols.

Priority 3: Targeting drug use, street drinking in and around Max Roach Park, St John’s Crescent and Brixton Terrace Street drinking in and around Max Roach park, St John’s Crescent and Brixton Terrace 
Jack noted the need for a replacement for Keith Badrick, Lambeth Public Protection who has retired. He reported a reduction in ASB in the park, prioritised by Lambeth Parks; Brixton Town Centre team provided additional attention to Ladbrokes on Brixton Rd with resulting reduction in ASB & noise; two walks with Lambeth Outreach / public protection teams took place. Lambeth Rough Sleeping Outreach Team:
https://www.streetlink.org.uk
Max Roach Park: Michelle Killington, representing Friends of Max Roach Park, emphasised the need
for safe and effective engagement with remaining drug users and alcohol drinkers in the park with the assistance of Lambeth Public Health; Jack requested new contact details for the public outreach team. The success of the brick wall alterations was noted, having noticeably reduced the number of drug users. 
Also noted: recent incidents of a man causing a fire in the park, attempting to behead pigeons and absence of available police presence.

Priority 4: Increasing engagements with young people, and community groups focusing on the Angell Town and Loughborough Estates areas 
Involvement details are posted on Met Engage website.  Community engagements: 2 with Pastor Lorraine in February; Angell Town Easter Egg Hunt & VAWG Walk & Talk concerning 02 Academy in April.
7 Cuppa with a Copper and 5 Drop in surgeries arranged regularly during February and March
Michelle reported SNT’s limited engagement with CHIPS recently. Jack noted the need to build 
engagement on an individual level as online posts are anonymous. PCSO Steve and Sergent Ring are now committed to providing this link and reported having hit SW9 Estate ‘really hard, clearing out drug taking.’
Diana encouraged all at the meeting to let the SNT know about community events for the team to be present.  Jack requested residents to email the team about local meetings and reported people are not turning up to Cuppa with Copper events. 
PCSO Steve wanted to know from Councillor Nanda MB about library meetings. Michelle mentioned an upcoming International Trade Day in Angell Town in August.
Michelle queried SNT level of engagement as regards VAWG concerns at O2 events, querying the number of female guards at search points.

Local News
Jack cited crime reports : a drugs warrant was executed; advised of Knife Bin locations : knifebins.org.uk; business burglaries (9) increased by 3; residential burglaries (13) the same; 2 parcel thefts from communal areas; 6 garages broken into; 2 bikes stolen; bicycle thefts (13) down by 5; thefts of and from motor vehicles (7) up by 2; shoplifting (16) up by 2; thefts from person (36) up by 12 – snatch thefts 16; pickpockets 14; drug trafficking and possession – Class A & B drugs all down by 1 or the same – importing drugs (2) down by 3; VAWG incidents (54) down by 11 (incidents where female is victim of crime, not necessarily of violence; ASB : personal (3) same, nuisance (42) down by 3, environmental (3) up by 2; most common forms of ASB are neighbour disputes, drug users, youths congregating.
-no current plans to remove phone boxes; Diana explained Lambeth Council planning are objecting to BT wanting to remove some phone box site and install a replacement (possibly a Lime Bike site according to PCSO Steve). She asked Cllr Nanda to investigate.
-  no real concerns about a slight increase in burglary and other crime figures – attributed to the warmer weather and because O2 Academy on Brixton Rd has reopened.  Resident Roberto Cammisola queried if the crime increases comprised mainly mobile phone thefts - Jack affirmed this.
Diana recommended more police to be out and about when a 02 event is on.

Michelle:
-queried 02’s corporate social responsibility to the local community by holding profit making events; Councillor Nanda MB undertook to research the social value of events to the community.
- requested an update on ClearHoldBuild – Sergent Ring stated that a report specifically for Angell town & Somerleyton Rd from 6-7 months ago had not been progressed.
- updated the meeting on progress of Max Roach Park improvements : locked fencing around playground area; mound area levelled; weeding & bushes cleared out; benches removed (new to come); PC Courtney Hunt spoken with about cameras, lighting and footage of recent fire in a bin incident caused by a mentally unwell male, not attended by police; funding request made for a basketball court.
Saskia from Thames Outreach project expressed concern about the drug users at the front entrances who scared families, suggesting a walk around with Michelle, who suggested the outreach and SW9 project attend the next Friends of Max Roach park meeting in order to explain what they do.

6. COMMUNITY CONCERNS
Residents were invited to report issues:
Brixton Terrace
Street drug taking & related ASB along the porches
-resident Sam Kamara reported that drug dealing on front porches has reduced since the last panel meeting, but occurs regularly on the pavement outside 365 Brixton Rd, led by a known male using crutches or a bike to move quickly after transactions.  Lilian Kabdebo stated: the group includes a woman with a blond bob wig, dealing near the bus stop at 394 Brixton Rd; human toileting continues, especially along walls at both end of the porches. Sam queried if police CCTV from Brixton Rd police station – very close by - covers the area.  
Sgt Gavin Ring explained that no police cameras face this location and it’s unclear whether the Brixton Rd & Gresham Rd junction camera is private or council-owned. Sergent Ring stressed the need to report every incident via 101, 999, or the Met Police website, noting that CAD and report references help secure warrants.

Noise nuisances
[bookmark: _heading=h.nkyyorylckp]-Lilian Kabdebo thanked the SNT and Michelle for successful joint working with Ladbrokes- 400 Brixton Rd staff, Lambeth Council and Brixton Terrace residents to halt to daily loud music outside of Ladbrokes for several months.  PCSO Steven Bradley explained the loitering had ceased following arrest of a drug dealer in the group.
-Lilian reported incidences of loud music played from a second floor, street facing flat beside the corner building at Brixton Rd & Stockwell Pk Rd junction and the man playing the music being rude and unco-operative when asked to lower the volume.  Lilian had been advised on 101 & 999 calls that this is a council and not a police matter. Sergent Ring undertook to visit the resident in case of noise re-occurrences and advised reporting incidents to police which Lilian explained she had already obtained CAD numbers for.

Unit 6, Fairfax House, Overton Rd
-A resident requested an update about the recent closure order of the unit which had arisen after Christmas 2025 when it had been reported as a venue for very loud music and unlicensed drinking.
The SNT affirmed the closure order had been successful.

Malham’s Mews 
Unleashed dog – savage behaviour
-a resident described having witnessed a cat being killed by a dog that was not on a lead at Angell Park Gardens. Sergent Ring stated awareness of the incident, reporting recent increase in dogs off leads Herne Hill, noting that in the coming hotter weather, more dogs off leads attacking cats, biting adults and children can be expected.  Therefore it is important to find out the dog owner’s address in order to get a warrant. Diana encouraged reporting of dog incidents via 101, 999 calls and online.

Angell Town Estate 
-Michelle Killington queried what pre-emptive actions the SNT have devised to prevent occurrences in Brixton of teenagers collectively rampaging through stores as happened very recently in Clapham and Epsom. Sergent Ring explained the encrypted media channels teenagers use to arrange such meet ups are hidden from the police, preventing being able to get ahead of such events to stem the ‘mushroom effect’ when the meet ups begin.  Sergeant Ring advised residents to call 999, 101 or report on social media if they notice signs of such groups gathering or notice related information on social media.

Friends of Max Roach Park
-Michelle noted an absence of someone available in public health to speak to about conversing with some remaining crack users, highlighting the need for advice on how volunteers should approach them. 
Councillor Nanda Manley-Browne undertook to have a chat with public health colleagues about this.
-Michelle expressed a need for patrolling of the park as it has no park warden.
-Installation of a public toilet was discussed. Diana Linskey suggested possible use of toilets in Loughborough Community Centre and pop up urinals. Councillor Manley-Browne recommended 
further contact with the parks team.

7. REPORT FROM WARD COUNCILLORS 
-Nanda Manley-Browne attended Lambeth Together Public Forum at Brixton Library , 1-2pm, explaining it’s a venue for residents relating to health and care eg GP access, representatives from Guys, King’s & SLAM hospitals are present; next session 11th June, venue details to be finalised.
Michelle requested an evening time so workers could attend; Nanda explained this was not possible as professionals need to be co-ordinated but said the Health and Wellbeing Board takes place 6-8pm – public are welcome to listen and contribute to agenda items. Nanda will confirm details nearer the time.
-Nanda is working on supporting people with drug and alcohol challenges, attempting to support over 200 individuals through a 7 days a week outreach service in Lorraine Hewitt House behind Morleys. A breakdown of project workers’ responsibilities is available.
-Nanda reported an updated, signed contract for mobility bike and scooter operators – Lime, Voi and Forest – to increase choice for residents and encourage parking in an additional 36 designated bays with penalties for not doing so.
- In this pre local elections period door knocking has been taking place, speaking with residents about their concerns; she is attempting to attend all local community meetings in the ward area.

8. WARD PRIORITIES RECAP 
-Continuation of prevention of serious violence and knife crime by proactive patrols and youth engagement throughout the ward.  
-Increasing engagements with young people, and community groups focusing on the Angell Town and Loughborough areas.
(see attached summary for progress on existing and new priorities detailed as extracted from above)
All in agreement to continue with these priorities- updated as necessary following the meetings discussion. 

9. DATE/VENUE NEXT MEETING – Agreed date to be set before school summer holidays begin; venue TBC.

10.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Loughborough Junction
A resident reported trespassing in the area and queried whether the SNT were aware and patrolling.
PCSO Jack Dowler explained that whilst patrolling is taking place around the edge of the ward it may not be possible to secure the area against trespassing and theft.  Sergeant Ring undertook to make some contact with residents in that locality.

Lambeth Youth Engagement Outreach team
Daryl Castillo briefly outlined their work with young people in the ward area - Lambeth Youth Justice Service works with young people that get into trouble with the law, looking into the background of a young person and supporting them to stay away from crime. 

Meeting closed at 8.20
