
Keep Your 
Money Safe

E a c h  m o n th  we  se e

m a ny  i n c i d e n t s  o f

f rauds te r s  ta rg e t i n g

our  res i d e n t s  i n  a n

a t te mpt  to  d e f raud

th e m .  W e ’ re  wo rk i n g

h a rd  to  preve n t  th is

a n d  suppo r t  vu l n e ra b l e

v i c t i ms  o f  f raud  o r

sc a ms .  By  f o l l ow i n g

our  t ips  a n d

e n c oura g i n g  f a m i ly ,

f r i e n ds  a n d  c o l l e a gues

to  d o  so  to o ,  you  c a n

re duc e  th e  r isk  o f

b e c o m i n g  a  v i c t i m .

D e te c t ive  C h i e f  I nspe c to r

A n to ny  L e a d b e a t te r  

Sur rey  P o l i c e  &  

Sussex  P o l i c e  

E c o n o m i c  C r i m e  U n i t

T h is  m o n th  we  a re  urg i n g  j o b  se e k e r s  to  s tay  v i g i l a n t ,

espe c i a l ly  th ose  e n te r i n g  th e  wo rk f o rc e  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t i m e .

R e c ru i tm e n t  sc a ms  a re  a  t ype  o f  f raud  wh e re  c r i m i n a ls

pose  as  l e g i t i m a te  e mp l oye r s  o r  re c ru i te r s  to  t r i c k  j o b

se e k e r s  out  o f  th e i r  m o n ey  o r  pe r so n a l  i n f o rm a t i o n .

W i th  th e  j o b  m a rk e t  i n c re as i n g ly  sh i f t i n g  o n l i n e ,

f rauds te r s  a re  exp l o i t i n g  popu l a r  p l a t f o rms  l i k e  T i k T o k ,

R e e d .c o . uk ,  a n d  L i n k e d I n  to  d e c e ive  v i c t i ms  un d e r  th e

gu ise  o f  a t t ra c t ive  j o b  o f f e r s .

C r i m i n a ls  c re a te  f a k e  j o b  a dve r t s  o r  i mpe r so n a te  g e nu i n e

c o mpa n i es  a n d  re c ru i tm e n t  a g e n c i es .  T h e  a i m  is  to  lure

v i c t i ms  w i th  h i g h -pay i n g  ro l es  o r  e asy  o n l i n e  wo rk  —

o f te n  us i n g  pro f ess i o n a l - l o o k i n g  b ra n d i n g ,  s to l e n  l o g os ,

a n d  we l l -c ra f te d  e m a i ls  o r  m essa g es .  F rauds te r s  prey  o n

a m b i t i o n  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d .  I f  so m e th i n g  d o esn ’ t  f e e l

r i g h t ,  s top  a n d  ve r i fy .  O n e  qu i c k  c h e c k  c ou l d  preve n t  a

s i g n i f i c a n t  l oss .
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W a rn i n g  s i g ns  o f  a  re c ru i tm e n t  sc a m :

Y ou ' re  o f f e re d  a  j o b  w i th out  a n  i n te r v i ew.

T h e  re c ru i te r  uses  a  f re e  o r  susp i c i ous  

e m a i l  a d d ress  (e .g .  G m a i l ,  Y a h o o ) .

Y ou ’ re  ask e d  to  pay  up f ro n t  f o r  t ra i n i n g ,

equ ipm e n t ,  o r  c h e c ks .

T h e  j o b  pro m ises  un re a l is t i c a l ly  h i g h  pay  f o r

m i n i m a l  e f f o r t .

P o o r  g ra m m a r  o r  g e n e r i c  l a n gua g e  i n  j o b

d esc r ipt i o ns .

Y ou ' re  rush e d  i n to  m a k i n g  d e c is i o ns  o r  sh a r i n g

pe r so n a l  d e ta i ls .



D o  your  rese a rc h  –  C h e c k  th e  c o mpa ny ’s  o f f i c i a l  we bs i te  a n d

c o n ta c t  th e m  th roug h  o f f i c i a l  c h a n n e ls  to  ve r i fy  th e  j o b  o f f e r .

Use  t rus te d  j o b  s i tes  –  S t i c k  to  we l l -k n own  p l a t f o rms  a n d  

avo i d  i n f o rm a l  c o n ta c t s  th roug h  so c i a l  m e d i a  un l ess  ve r i f i e d .

N eve r  pay  to  g e t  a  j o b  –  L e g i t i m a te  e mp l oye r s  w i l l  n eve r  ask  

f o r  m o n ey  up f ro n t .

C h e c k  c o n ta c t  d e ta i ls  –  L o o k  out  f o r  i n c o ns is te n c i es  i n  ph o n e  num b e r s ,

e m a i l  d o m a i ns ,  a n d  we b  a d d resses .

B e  c au t i ous  w i th  pe r so n a l  i n f o  –  D o n ' t  sh a re  your  N a t i o n a l  I nsu ra n c e

num b e r ,  passpo r t  d e ta i ls ,  o r  b a n k  i n f o rm a t i o n  un t i l  you ' re  su re  th e  o f f e r  is

g e nu i n e .

A  va r i e t y  o f  f raud  preve n t i o n  l i te ra tu re  is  ava i l a b l e ,  i n c lud i n g  th e  l a tes t

e d i t i o n  o f  T h e  L i t t l e  B o o k  o f  B i g  S c a ms  –  5th  E d i t i o n  ,  a c c ess i b l e  i n  d i g i ta l ,

b ra i l l e ,  a n d  h a rd  c opy  f o rm a t s .  T o  reques t  a  c opy  i n  your  pre f e r re d  f o rm a t ,

p l e ase  c o n ta c t  us  a t  ope ra t i o n . s i g n a tu re@sussex .po l i c e . uk  
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T i k T o k  C o n te n t  W r i te r  S c a m :

V i c t i ms  a re  appro a c h e d  v i a  T i k T o k  o r  o th e r  so c i a l  m e d i a  p l a t f o rms  a n d  o f f e re d

j o bs  wr i t i n g  c o n te n t ,  l i k i n g  v i d e os  o r  pos ts  a n d  pro m o t i n g  b ra n ds .  T h e

"e mp l oye r "  m ay  reques t  a  f e e  f o r  t ra i n i n g ,  a  se cur i t y  d epos i t ,  o r  pe r so n a l  b a n k

d e ta i ls  un d e r  th e  pre tex t  o f  pay ro l l  se tup .  T h e  j o b  a n d  e mp l oye r  tu rn  out  to  b e

f a k e .  C ases  suc h  as  th ese  h ave  b e e n  repo r te d  a c ross  b o th  f o rc es  w i th  o n e

Sur rey  v i c t i m  l os i n g  £ 12 ,000  to  th e  f raud .  

How to protect yourself

R e e d/L i n k e d I n  I mpe r so n a t i o n :

S c a m m e r s  c re a te  f a k e  re c ru i te r  pro f i l es  us i n g  n a m es

a n d  l o g os  o f  re a l  re c ru i tm e n t  c o mpa n i es .  V i c t i ms

re c e ive  j o b  o f f e r s  v i a  tex t  m essa g es  o r  e m a i ls

d i re c t i n g  th e m  to  re a l is t i c  (but  f raudu l e n t )  app l i c a t i o n

pa g es ,  wh e re  th ey ’ re  ask e d  to  pay  f o r  b a c k g roun d

c h e c ks ,  c e r t i f i c a t i o ns ,  o r  equ ipm e n t .  I n  a  re c e n t

Sussex  c ase ,  a  wo rk i n g -a g e  m a l e  re c e ive d  a  tex t

m essa g e  f ro m  a  pe r so n  c l a i m i n g  to  b e  f ro m  R e e d .c o . uk

o f f e r i n g  a  j o b  oppo r tun i t y .  H e  was  to l d  to  g o  to  a

we bs i te  to  rev i ew  i te ms ,  h oweve r  a n  up f ro n t  f e e  was

reques te d  wh i c h  h e  d i d n ’ t  re c e ive  b a c k .  I n  to ta l  h e

pa i d  out  £2 ,600  to  th is  sc a m .

Common recruitment scams
we are seeing locally

https://www.sussex.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/sussex/advice/operations-initiatives-and-watch-schemes/operation-signature/the-little-book-of-scams
mailto:operation.signature@sussex.police.uk


T o  c o i n c i d e  w i th  U K  N a t i o n a l  S av i n gs  W e e k  (22  –  28  S epte m b e r ) ,  Sussex

P o l i c e  a n d  Sur rey  P o l i c e  l aun c h e d  a  d e d i c a te d  I nves tm e n t  F raud  Awa re n ess

c a mpa i g n ,  wo rk i n g  w i th  k ey  pa r tn e r s  to  h e lp  pro te c t  c o m mun i t i es  a n d

e duc a te  th e  pub l i c  o n  th e  r isks  a n d  re a l i t i es  o f  i nves tm e n t  f raud .

C o m mun i t y  Eve n t s

I n  pa r tn e r sh ip  w i th  B a rc l ays  a n d  suppo r te d  by  l o c a l  a g e n c i es ,  th e  c a mpa i g n

f e a tu re d  i n -pe r so n  awa re n ess  eve n t s  i n  C raw l ey  a n d  W o k i n g :

M o n d ay ,  22  S epte m b e r  –  B a rc l ays  C raw l ey

Sussex  P o l i c e ,  a l o n g  w i th  P C S Os ,  V o lun te e r  F raud  P reve n t i o n  P a n e l

(V F P P )  m e m b e r s ,  V i c t i m  Suppo r t ,  a n d  N e i g h b ourh o o d  W a tc h ,  e n g a g e d  w i th

m e m b e r s  o f  th e  pub l i c  to  o f f e r  pra c t i c a l  a dv i c e  o n  i nves tm e n t  f raud  a n d

h ow  to  repo r t  i t .

A  represe n ta t ive ,  f ro m  th e  Sussex  P o l i c e  a n d  C r i m e  C o m m iss i o n e r ’s  (P C C )

o f f i c e ,  a t te n d e d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  K a t y  B ourn e ,  w i th  c ove ra g e  i n c lud e d  i n

K a t y ’s  F r i d ay  F o rc e  F o cus .

F r i d ay ,  26  S epte m b e r  –  B a rc l ays  W o k i n g

Sur rey  P o l i c e  we re  j o i n e d  by  W o k i n g  C o m mun i t y  S a f e t y ,  F raud

C asewo rk e r s  f ro m  th e  V i c t i m  a n d  W i tn ess  C a re  U n i t ,  P C S Os ,  a n d

N e i g h b ourh o o d  W a tc h  to  c o n t i nue  th e  c o m mun i t y  e n g a g e m e n t  wo rk .

Dur i n g  b o th  eve n t s ,  P C S Os  we re  o n  h a n d  to  ta k e  l ive  repo r t s  o f  f raud  f ro m

m e m b e r s  o f  th e  pub l i c  –  i n c lud i n g  c ases  o f  i nves tm e n t  f raud .  V i c t i ms  we re

o f f e re d  fur th e r  sa f e gua rd i n g  suppo r t ,  i n c lud i n g  th e  prov is i o n  o f  T rue C a l l

c a l l -b l o c k i n g  d ev i c es ,  wh i c h  h e lp  preve n t  up  to  90%  o f  sc a m  c a l ls  f ro m

re a c h i n g  vu l n e ra b l e  i n d iv i dua ls .
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INVESTMENT FRAUD AWARENESS WEEK
CAMPAIGN ROUND-UP

O n l i n e  &  S o c i a l  M e d i a  M essa g i n g

Suppo r t i n g  c o n te n t  was  sh a re d  a c ross  so c i a l  m e d i a  c h a n n e ls  th roug h out  th e  we e k .

I f  you  m isse d  th e  upd a tes ,  you  c a n  c a tc h  up  v i a  th e  f o l l ow i n g  press  re l e ases :

h t tps : / /www.sussex .po l i c e . uk/n ews/sussex/n ews/n ews/b e - i nves tm e n t - f raud -

awa re/ .

h t tps : / /www.su r rey .po l i c e . uk/n ews/su r rey/n ews/2025/b e - i nves tm e n t - f raud -awa re/   

T h e  Sussex  P C C  O f f i c e  a lso  suppo r te d  a n d  pro m o te d  th e  C raw l ey  eve n t  v i a  th e i r

c h a n n e ls .

M e d i a  C ove ra g e

T o  b ro a d e n  th e  c a mpa i g n ’s  re a c h ,  P C  B e rn a d e t te  L awr i e ,  Ope ra t i o n  S i g n a tu re

L e a d ,  prov i d e d  m e d i a  i n te r v i ews :

 B B C  R a d i o  Sur rey  –  h t tps : / /www.b b c .c o . uk/n ews/a r t i c l es/cx2re06 l g d6o .a mp

 T h a t 's  T V  Sur rey  –  I n te r v i ew  c ove r i n g  k ey  f raud  preve n t i o n  m essa g i n g

https://www.sussex.police.uk/news/sussex/news/news/be-investment-fraud-aware/
https://www.sussex.police.uk/news/sussex/news/news/be-investment-fraud-aware/
https://www.surrey.police.uk/news/surrey/news/2025/be-investment-fraud-aware/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2re06lgd6o.amp

