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The Canterbury Beat – Edition #14: Modern Heritage

Next week marks a bit of a milestone for these updates, and as I walk the beat, I’m struck by the contrast of our city. We are a place of ancient flint walls and medieval gateways, but the way we keep those streets safe is constantly evolving.
This week, I want to talk about how we balance the "Old World" charm of Canterbury with the "New World" tools of modern policing.


Preserving the Peace: The Heritage Watch

Canterbury’s history isn't just for show; it’s our community’s identity. Protecting our landmarks from vandalism and "low-level" disrespect is a major part of the summer focus.

The Tactics: We work closely with the Cathedral Constabulary and utilise our "twilight patrols" around the city walls and the lesser-known ruins to ensure they aren't used as "hangout spots" that result in litter or damage.
The Respect: We’re here to remind everyone that while Canterbury is a playground for tourists, it is also a home and a historical treasure. A friendly "move along" or an educational chat often does more to protect our heritage than any fine could.
The Digital High Street

You might see us patrolling the physical pavement, but there is now a "digital pavement" we monitor just as closely.

The Intelligence: We now use live data mapping to see where incidents are being reported. This allows us to move from a "fixed patrol" to a "predictive" one. For example, if data shows a spike in minor anti-social behaviour near the bus station on Tuesday afternoons, that’s exactly where you’ll find us.

The Goal: To be in the right place before a problem even starts. It’s about using 21st-century data to protect a 12th-century city.





















The Approachable Officer

Despite all the tech and the data, the most important tool we have is still the same one officers had a hundred years ago: the conversation.

The Human Element: Whether I'm helping a lost visitor navigate the narrow lanes or talking to a local business owner about their concerns, that face-to-face interaction is irreplaceable.

The Balance: As we mentioned in previous editions, even when we have to use our mobile devices to process reports on the move, our priority is always to look up, make eye contact, and be a part of the city’s daily life.













Over to You

As we look toward the rest of the summer:
Is there a "modern" problem you think we’re overlooking?
Or a piece of Canterbury’s heritage you think needs more protection?
I’ll be out on the beat next week—come and grab me for a chat if you see me.



💡 DID YOU KNOW? | The World’s Oldest "Police" Force?

Question: Why do I see officers with different uniforms around the Cathedral?
The Answer: Those are the Cathedral Constables, and they are part of a history that stretches back much further than modern policing. While the "Met" was founded in 1829, the tradition of Cathedral guards (or "Vesturers") in Canterbury dates back nearly 800 years. Today, they are a fully trained, attested constabulary with the same powers of arrest as I have.
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